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45 Soundcheck August's selected albums, including new releases from Beck, Sheila Chandra, Alec 
Empire, The Fall, Faust, Gastr Del Sol, Nusrat Fateh Ali Khan, King Crimson, Fela Kuti, Pete Namlook, The 
Orb, Vernon Reid, Unknown Public, Andrew Weatherall and more 68 Print Run New music books: Tl 
Beach Boys, John Cage, Miles Davis 70 Multimedia Sabotage's Techno-pranks 


inside 


4 Bim Sherman’s Miracle 

Rob Young visits the On-U Sound label to hear about the music on this month's free cover 

12 GlobarEar: Barcelona 

Tracking the currents of digitised sound at Spain’s expansive Sonar festival 

16 Bites 

The Black Dog A Techno-hermit comes up for air James Plotkin Drone-guitarist with sou 
Soma Ambient Antipodeans 

18 Basic Channel 

Electronic music's most mysterious label takes Biba Kopf on a journey through the circuits 
connecting Berlin and Detroit Techno 

21 .O.rang 

with some novel ideas concerning electricity pylons. By Matt ffytche 

22 Fred Anderson 


24 Omni Trio 


26 Lee Ranaldo’s Jaj ouka j ournal 


32 Behind The Wire : 150 objects of desire 

obscurities, an A-Z of all the weird and wonderful music that lies behind The Wire 

38 James Dillon 

A Glaswegian counterculture drop-out with a taste for Jimi Hendrix and class-A drugs. Not 

40 Invisible Jukebox: Barry Adamson 

Mike Barnes gabs about A Certian Ratio, Henry Mancini, The Beach Boys, Massive Attack, 









Rob Young visits the On-U Sound HQ to hear 
album, which provides the music on this mon 
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letters 


Write to: Letters, The Wire, 45-46 Poland Street, London W1V 3DF, 
or fax: 0171 287 4767, ore-mail: the_wire@ukonlme.co.uk 
Every letter published wins a FREE CD 





SMOKING CAUSES 
FATAL DISEASES 


Chief Medical Officers’ Warning 
5 mg Tar 0.5 mg Nicotine 



















Roots meets rebellion as ethnic musics of the 
World unite with indie and alternative rock- 
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thrill 031 cd & ltd Ip 

also available fine records by rome, gaunt, 
freakwater, the sea & cake, tortoise,siopoke, 
dolomite ,trans am ,a minor forest & more, 
write for a catalog-some cds not for sale in europe 
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soundings 


Selected highlights of the month’s live events, 
happenings, club spaces and broadcasts 
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trainspotters of sound. DJ David Thrussell and Pieter 
Bourke, in London as support act to somnabulent 
superstars Dead Can Dance, prove to be 
disconcertingly normal; unassuming but totally 



spent a lot more time on the first album," says Bourke, 
referring to 1995’s Hollow Earth. "This album is the 


David: with him being a DJ he gets to listen to a lot 

Bourke is keen to point out that the duo don't use 
tapes on stage, only turntables and electronics. "I wan 
to try and balance on-the-spot improvisation with 


PAUL STUMP The Inner Cinema 
n Extreme (through SAM/Vital) 


















Basic Channel label are Techno- 
inhabiting the wired-up cities of Berlin and Detroit, 
men of electronic music 










Freestyle fellowship 

Our August offer: bag a double Freezone CD plus 
a year's supply of The Wire for just £30 


SSR/Crammed Discs's third Freezone compilation collects 1996's freshest Electronica, 
organic drum 'n' bass, and inventive TripHop on two high-fibre CDs. With 23 exclusive 
tracks culled from all over Europe and the USA, including the space-age Techno ofNu 
Era, Howie B's immersive atmospherics, and the cheesy nuttiness of Luke Vibert and 
Mike Paradinas, it’s an invaluable guide to all the strange mutations breeding in the 
digital hothouse. Yours FREE with your first subscription to the UK's most adventurous 
: The Wire. Cramming ’em in. 
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.O.rang s rural studio is a dream-lab for conjuring 
primeval visions and quantum leaps in sound. 
Story by Matt fiytche 





From his Velvet Lounge bar on Chicago’s Southside, Fred Anderson is keeping the 
freewheeling intensity of 60s space jazz alive. Interview by John Corbett 









S T A A L P 

O Yuki Conjugate 
Primitive 

new CD with works from 
covering 'Scene 
works from 


Mu/tlimga 

contains remixes by 

Pool, 







































AARON JAY KERNIS 













into the 


mystic 


Following in the footsteps of Brian Jones, Ornette Coleman, William Burroughs and others, last 
■year Sonic Youth guitarist Lee Ranaldo headed into Morocco’s Rif mountains to seek out the 
legendary trance music of The Master Musicians Of Jajouka. In this extract horn his diary; 
he describes his intoxicating encounter with the village musicians, and outlines the battle 
currently raging over the music's birthright 
























































lb celebrate our 150th issue, we fire off an alternative sonic canon, an A-Z of some of the 
obscure objects of musical desire, past and present, that lie just behind The Wire 






















































UK composer James Dillon’s taste for Jimi 
Hendrix, textural density and halucinogenics 
makes him a bad boy of modem music. 
Interview by Ben Watson 
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Every month we play a musician a series of records which they’re asked to 
identify and comment on — with no prior knowledge of what they're about to 
hear. This month it’s the turn of, . , 



Barry Adamson Tested by Mike Bi 
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August’s selected CDs, albums and 12"s 


In this month’s 
review section: 

Barry Adamson • Air • Altered 
Beats • Django Bates • Beck 
Black Stage • Century XXI UK 
Sheila Chandra • Current 93 
Drumhead • Henri Dutilleux 
Alec Empire • The Fall • Faust 
Final • Gastr Del Sol • Giuffre/ 
Bley/Swallow • Graham 
Central Station • James 
Hardway • High Rise • Nusrat 
Fateh Ali Khan • King 
Crimson • Kronos Quartet 
Fela Kuti • Magma • Mainliner 
Microstoria • Mike & Rich 
Musique's Action 2 • Nicolette 
NRG Ensemble • Seigen Ono 
The Orb • Outland • Pablo's 
Eye • Charlemagne Palestine 
Parker/Guy/Lytton • Jeremy 
Peyton Jones • Rancho Relaxo 
All-Stars • Rapoon • Sand 
Sandoz • Oumou Sangare 
Bim Sherman • Jake 
Slazenger • Gary Smith & 
John Stevens • Somma 
Spleen • Spontaneous Music 
Ensemble • Spring Heel Jack 
Vernon Reid • Squarepusher 
Tactile • David Tom • King 
Tubby & Prince Jammy 
Twilight Circus • Two Lone 
Swordsmen • Unknown 
Deutschland • Unknown Public 
Vasara • Chris Watson • Wire 
WrK Compilation • Joe 
Zawinul plus critical beats, 
Electronica and out rock 


Beck 

O-De-Lay 


My problem with Beck runs something 
like this: Tve got my VW, I’ve got my 



sections of the community who have 
off for the last ten years. But those 



Current 93 

All The Pretty Little Horse 



Cashmore’s hauntingly exquisite guitar 
forms the perfect accompaniment for 


Cave’s heartfelt rendition of a 
Although the inclusion of Cave might 



Drumhead Meets The 
Ninja Shark 

Dangerous Dub Part II 



doudforest moored off the coe 
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sickeningly difficult vocal glissandi to 

quickly settles. The overall effect is of a 
wistful, longing feeling, Glass-like in the 
emerging rich harmonies. Peyton Jones 
is clearly a composer whose ear and 


Rapoon 

Recurring (Dream Circle) 

Hooked Light Rays 



Fourth World. 


Rapoon (:zoviet*france: ex-pat Robin 
Storey) continues to explore the terrain 
mapped on Dream Circle. Recurring’s 
disarming and endless sample and 
synthesizer loops instantly recall the 
Harold Budd of White Arcades, with their 



and “Go-pel", say) which perhaps 
indicate a more dynamic direction for 

Hooked Light Rays succeeds in 
marrying centuries-old music-making 
rituals with late 20th century 
recording/reshaping techniques 


singing of the monks of Tibet's Sed 
techniques have been thoroughly 


singing and heterophonic droning, but 
when the sleevenotes claim that "in 


real singing" they barely hint at how 
how beautifully recorded — if this were 


astonishing in itself). 
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‘Vast, fascinating, contradictory... 
bracing, honest, highly intelligent and 
often funny...a dizzying variety’ 

DEBORAH moggach The Sunday Times 

‘It has the fascination of all dictionaries and 
reference books (neither of which it is); 
it is hard to stop digging into... 
a bizarre kaleidoscope of the age’ 

Women 

Suzanne lowry International Herald Tribune 

fJAlM ATTALLAH 

‘Chatty and profound, batty and intelligent, 


this 1,000-page trawl is like a wonderful dinner 
party organised by a perceptive, quirky host’ 

The Independent 

a 
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C H ANNE L LI G H T VES S E L 

excellent spirits 


Channel Light Vessel are 
Bill Nelson, Kate St John 
Laraaji and Roger Eno 


Quite, quite lovely.' **** Q 

'A gently seductive, complex 
and rewarding blend.' Music Week 


All Saints Records, PO Box 2767, London NWI 8HU 































